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lntroduction 

This Allura® Fiber Cement Product lnstallation Guide provides general installation 

requirements for builders and contractors installing primed and Allura® Spectrum 

prefmished fiber cement products on single-family residential and light commercial 

structures. 

1 Before starting any project with any product it is important to read this manual in 

its entirety. 

Sections 1-6 of this manual provide information related to general installation 

requirements for ali products. 

Sections 7-13 outline specific requirements as they relate to the products 

listed below: 

Allura® Trim 

Allura® Battens 

Allura® Lap Siding

 Allura® Shake 

Allura® Shake Select

Allura® Panel 

This manual must be used in conjunction with project drawings and specifications, 

applicable building codes, and relevant compliance documents. The Allura® 

installation requirements in this manual need to be reviewed by ali parties 

responsible for installing Allura® fiber cement products. Failure to comply with 

Allura® installation instructions and applicable building codes may affect product 

performance and void the product warranty. Allura® will not accept any liability or 

responsibility under its written warranty for product failure caused by application 

that does not meet the requirements for proper installation. 

Ali Allura® technical documents, including this manual, are evaluated and revised 

periodically. To ensure the most current version is referenced when installing 

Allura® fiber cement products, please check the Allura® website at 

www.allurausa.com. The reader is responsible for ensuring that they are using the 

most up-to-date information. 

Contact lnformation 

Customer Service 

Phone: (844) 525-5872 

Email: ProductSupport@elementia.com 

Warranty Department 

Phone: (844) 622-6273 

Email: Warranties@elementia.com 
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Type 
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Steel 
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Fastener Specifications Table 
The fastener specifications table provides a list of fasteners that can be used to 
install Allura® fiber cement products. Please refer to the applicable Code Evaluation

Report to determine which fastener meets your wind load design criteria and
fastening substrate conditions.

It is the responsibility of either the property owner, design professional, contractor, 

or installer to select the appropriate fastener and if applicable, to demonstrate 

an alternate fastener's equivalency to the fastener listed in the applicable Code 

Evaluation Report. 

Fastener & Specifications 

2 in. x 16ga. 

Finish Nail 

2 in. x 0.092 in. x 0.221 in. 

D \► 

Siding Nail 

2 in. x 0.092 in. x 0.221 in. 

D I DII II n II II 11111 n II UHHmOOIIUllll 111 >

Ring Shank Siding Nail 

1.75 in. x 0.120 in. x 0.375 in. 

�
t> 

Roofing Nail 

1.75 in. x 0.120 in. x 0.375 in. 

�
1mnmmmm111111m > 

Ring Shank Roofing Nail 

#8 x 15/8 in. x 0.375 in. 

� 
Ribbed Wafer-Head Screw 

#10 x 1.5 in. x 0.47 3 in. 

ffl I�

SFS intec TW-S-D12 

#9 x 15/8 in. x 0.375 in. 
1k 

II□ lll�nnl'l'.an·:·.·n.,••,,...---> 

Ribbed Wafer-Head Screw 

Allura Allura Allura Shake 
Trim Lap & Shake Select 

✓ 

✓ ✓ 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

✓ 

✓ ✓ 

✓ ✓ 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Allura 
Panel 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓
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Section 6: Finishing & Maintenance 

6.1 Caulking 

Before you begin to caulk, remove 

any dust or debris. The caulk or 

sealant should be color matched or 

paintable. lt should be compatible 

with both Allura® Fiber Cement 

Siding and the materials used 

for the trim. Check the gloss and 

texture of the caulk to make sure it 

is compatible with the paint. 

Far best results, use an elastomeric 

joint sealant complying with ASTM C920 Grade NS (Class 25 or higher), or use a 

latex joint sealant complying with ASTM C834. Caulking/Sealant must be applied in 

accordance with the caulking/sealant manufacturer's written instructions. 

Caulk wherever siding meets the trim at non-self-flashing penetrations and vertical 

terminations (i.e. at doors, windows, mounting blocks etc). lt is never acceptable to 

caulk between Allura® siding and horizontal flashing at areas such as window and 

door heads, band boards, mounting blocks, and floor line breaks. Do not caulk areas 

where Allura® Fiber Cement Siding has been inserted into J-channel or another 

pocket or accessory. 

6.2 Painting 

When installing primed Allura Products, apply high-quality, exterior-grade acrylic 

topcoats within 180 days of installation. Two fmish coats of paint are recommended. 

Before applying the fmish coat, always follow the paint manufacturer's 

recommendations for surface preparation and paint application. Back-rolling 

is recommended if the siding is sprayed. Do not use stain, oil/alkyd base paint, 

or powder coatings on Allura® products. Never apply paint to wet or saturated 

products. 

Cut Edge Treatment 

After cutting any Allura® Product, use a soft cloth to gently wipe any residue or 

construction dust left on the product. Prime or paint all cut edges of products 

before installing. Factory edges should be used at all field butt joint locations. When 

a non-factory edge is installed in the field, it must be sealed prior to installation. AII 

other vertical terminations must be caulked. 
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Frieze Boards 

When installing trieze boards under a sofñt or eave, butt the trim to the bottom of 

the sofñt panel. No z flashing or caulk is required at this location. Cut top course of 

siding to ñt under trieze board leaving a minimum 1/8 inch clearance between the 

panel and the trim board. Caulk at this location and follow trim fastening schedule 

shown in this manual attaching to traming members spaced no greater than 24 inch 

on center. 

1 Bevel cut adjoining edges on longer runs. 

7.6 Windows and Doors 

Fer vertical trim applications around windows and doors trim should be fastened 

flush to window or door trame. Adjoining trim ends can be mitered or square cut at 

the corner. 

To trim window using square cut (cap over method) cut the bottom piece of trim 

equal to the width of the window trame. Attach under sill. Next cut two vertical 

side pieces equal to the length of the window trame plus the width of the sill trim. 

lnstall flush to bottom edge of sill trim and top of window trame. Lastly cut top 

piece of window trim equal to width of top window trame plus 2 x width of trim. 

Mount this piece even to outside edges of vertical trim pieces. Following fastener 

spacing shown fer trim in this manual. lnstall siding after opening has been trimmed 

and maintain all vertical and horizontal clearances. Follow flashing and caulking 

guidelines as required. 

To trim doors use the same method excluding the sill trim. Be sure to maintain 

proper clearances at hardscapes or grade. lnstall siding after opening has been 

trimmed and maintain all vertical and horizontal clearances. Follow flashing and 

caulking guidelines as required. 
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8.1 Product lnformation

Traditional Cedar 

Lap Siding* 

Thickness 

Smooth 

Width 

5¼"

6¼
" 

7¼
" 

8¼
" 

9¼
" 

12" 

AVAILABLE TEXTURES* 

Perfection Shingles 

• Check market availability, as products may vary.

Length Exposure 

12' 4" 

12' 5"

12' 6" 

12' 7" 

12' 8" 

12' 10¾" 

• 1 ¼" min. over/ap with al/ Lap Siding. Check market availability, as products may vary. 
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Perfection Shingles 

Thickness Width 

8¼"

Length Exposure 

12' 7" 

8.2 Before You Begin lnstallation 

Review the general cutting, fastening, and wall preparation instructions in Sections 

1 through 6 of this guide. 

Allura Lap Siding is specifically designed to be used in exterior, flat vertical wall 

applications. 

Before you install Allura Lap Siding products, review and comply with all local 

building codes and regulations regarding wall construction. Establishing a structural 

fastening surface sufficient to meet the requirements outlined in this manual is 

the responsibility of the property owner, architect/designer, general contractor 

and/or installer. Design the wall assembly to ensure that all appropriate wind load 

and anchoring requirements are met. Consult the latest version of the IQAI Code 

Evaluation Report CERus-1012 for guidance on approved fasteners. 

8.3 Allura Lap Siding lnstallation Preparation 

Starter Strip lnstallation 

You must use a starter strip with Allura Lap siding. Locate the lowest point of the 

sheathing and snap a level chalk line 1-in. above the low edge of the sheathing. Rip 

a 1-1/2-in. piece of Allura Lap Siding for the starter strip. Align the top of the starter 

strip with the chalk line and fasten every 12-16-in. OC. 

Chalk line 1 
above sh 

1-½ inch
starter strip

NOTE: Ensure the Altura Lap Siding, when installed, meets ali clearance 

requirements including 6-in. above the fmished grade or 1-in. above surfaces where 

water may collect. 
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First Course Layout 

Snap a chalk 

line to ensure 

the first course 

of Allura Lap 

Siding is level 

and positioned 

1/4-in. below 

the bottom 

edge of the 

starter strip. 

Measure and 

cut the plank to 

accommodate 

1/8-in. gap at trim (or other transition break) on one end and center the other end 

over a framing member. 

lf cut ends are used in a butt joint between planks, Allura requires sealing the cut 

ends. For Allura Spectrum products, use the color-matched edge coater to sea/ 

the cut end. 

Joint Flashing 
Framing 

Flashing behind butt 

joints provides an extra 6" joint flashing 

level of protection 
centered on 
paneljoint 

against the entry of 

water at the joint. Extend 3" above 
top of panel 

Allura® recommends 

6-in. wide flashing at
Sheathing 

every joint that extends Weather 

1-in. over the course
resistant barrier 

below. Joint-flashing Extend 1" over 

material must be panel below 

durable, waterproof 

materials that do not react with cement products. Examples of suitable material 

include finished coil stock, code compliant water-resistive barriers or Bear Skin. 

1 Check with local building code requirements for acceptable backflashing material. 
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8.4 Fastening Allura Lap Siding 

Fasten Allura Lap Siding from one end of the plank to the other. Do not place 

fasteners in the center, unsupported area of the siding. lf you are hand nailing or 

using screws, it may be necessary to predrill to help prevent the corners 

from breaking. 

Determine if the siding method will be blind fastened or face fastened. Lap siding 

that is wider than 9.25-in. must be face fastened. Other factors that determine 

fastening method include wind load, exposure, wall construction, and type 

of fastener. 

Blind Fastening 

• Place the fastener 1-in. from the top

of the panel and no closer than 3/8-in.

from the ends.

• When blind nailing Allura® Lap Siding,

Allura® recommends the use of nail

placement adapters, such as the EZi gauge,

to aid in maintaining proper nail placement.

The adapter provides consistent placement

of the nail one inch down from the top of

the siding to the center of the nail while still

allowing the depth adjustment to function

properly. The adapter helps prevent high

and low nail problems and the warranty

issues that can result, such as loose siding,

unwanted gapping, or rattling.

Face Fastening 

• Place the fastener 3/4-in. from the bottom

of the overlapping panel. This will help

ensure that the fastener penetrates both

courses of siding. Place the fasteners no

closer than 3/8-in. from the butt edge.

• Face fastening only to be used in conjuction

with blind fastening when fastening a

horizontal termination course or when

replacing a board in the field.

Nails for blind nailing 
shall be 1" from the top 
of the board. 

Keep nails 
3/8" from ends 
of boards. 

Blind nailing measurements 

Fasteners are 
hidden by the 
course above. 

/ 

Exposed 
fasteners are 
driven through 
the face of 
the boards. 
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8.5 Allura Lap Siding lnstallation 

Allura Lap Siding Course Layout 

144" 

112" 

80" 

48" 

16" 

A 

B TOTAL 

O" 144" 

32" 144" 

64" 144" 

96" 144" 

128" 144" 

B 

B 

A 

A 

STUDS 

24"OC 

1 
B 32" 

B 
64" 

96" 

128" 

11 IA 16" 

A 
48" 

80" 

112" 

144" 

Prior to installing Allura Lap Siding, map out the joint pattern for each elevation to 

minimize waste and create a consistent stagger pattern. lf snapping chalk lines up 

the wall in preparation for ali siding courses, ensure each course of siding will 

overlap 11/4-in. over the course below. Stagger butt joints a mínimum of 2 stud 

bays for 16-in. OC framing. 

1 Never stack butt joints on consecutive /ap courses. 

Alignment Tools 

Severa! different alignment tools and methods exist to ensure proper spacing and 

overlap of fiber cement products. Snapping chalk lines with proper spacing above 

each course as it is being installed is one way, however, there are alignment gauge 

devices that are easy to use, ensure a consistent reveal and speed up installation. 

Examples include PacTool Gecko Gauge or Maleo® Overlap Gauge. 

lnstalling Subsequent Courses 

r 

Once you have installed the starter strip and first course of Allura Lap siding, 

continue up the wall leaving a 1/8" gap at the corner trim, staggering subsequent 

courses. Buttjoints in Allura lap siding should always be centered over and attached 

to structural framing. Whenever possible, factory finished ends should be used at 

butt joi nts. 
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Framed wall with 
structural sheathing 

Weather 
resistant barrier 

Starter strip builds 
out siding to the � 

proper angle. 
Butt planks 
with moderate 
edge contact. 

TIP: When installing Allura Spectrum Prefmished Lap Siding, position the plank 

in the immediate area where the plank is to be fastened. Do not place the plank 

on the course below and slide into position. Doing so may scuff or scratch the 

Spectrum fmish on the installed piece. 

Caulking at Al/ura lap siding butt joints is not recommended far aesthetic reasons 

as the caulking and (leld applied (lnish or Allura Spectrum (lnish wi/1 weather 

different/y. Far the same reason, do not caulk exposed nail heads. 

Window and Door termination 

When a door or window intersects with siding courses, cut siding to fit leaving a 

minimum 1/8-in. gap on the vertical sides of the window or trim and ¼-in. gap over 

the top of the window or trim flashing. Notch planks to fit above and below windows 

and doors or other opening as needed (Refer to Section 5.5 for acceptable notching 

methods). Maintain proper clearances around the window trim and again, be sure to 

seal ali cut edges. 

Avoid placing butt joints directly above or below windows or above doors. Separate 

buttjoints above and below the opening by at least one course of siding. 

AlluraUSA.com 1 3333 
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Pay special attention to window, doors, and corners that have been trimmed 

before the Allura siding is installed. Vertical trim boards may cover the studs beside 

windows or doors, or they may cover up corner studs leaving no room for nailing the 

siding. In these places add extra studs as needed. 

NOTE: When installing Allura Fiber Cement Siding into a J-channel or other 

receiving channel, ensure that al/ cut edges have been re-sealed with Allura 

Spectrum touch up prior to insertion; do not caulk between the siding and the 

channel. Make sure al/ corners are properly flashed. 



9.1 Product lnformation

Random Square 
Straight Edge 

STRAIGHT EDGE 

Thickness 

¼" 

STAGGERED EDGE 

Thickness 

¼" 

Dimensions 

16" x48" 

Dimensions 

16" x48" 

Random Square 
Staggered Edge 

Exposure 

7" 

Exposure 

6" 

Allura Fiber Cement Siding lnstallation Manual 

Half Rounds Octagons 

HALF ROUNDS & OCTAGON 

Thickness Dimensions Exposure 

¼" 16" x48" 7" 

* Check market availability, as products may vary.
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9.2 Before You Begin lnstallation 

Review the general cutting, fastening, and wall preparation instructions in Sections 

1 through 6 of this guide. 

Allura Shake Products are specifically designed to be used in exterior, flat vertical 

wall applications. 

Before you install Allura Shake products, review and comply with all local building 

codes and regulations regarding wall construction. Establishing a structural 

fastening surface sufficient to meet the requirements outlined in this manual is the 

responsibility of the property owner, architect/designer, general contractor and/ 

or installer. AII Allura Shake products must be installed over structural rated wood 

sheathing (Minimum 7/16-in. 058) with framing spaced no greater than 24-in. OC. 

Fasteners may or may not hit framing/stud locations. Design the wall assembly to 

ensure that all appropriate wind load and anchoring requirements are met. Consult 

the latest version of the QAI Code Evaluation Report CERus-1012 for guidance on 

approved fasteners. 

9.3 Allura Shake lnstallation Preparation 

Starter Strip and Starter Course 

To install Allura Shake products you must use a starter strip and a starter course. 

When installing Allura Shake products starting at the base of the structure, snap a 

level chalk line 1-in. above the lowest edge of the sheathing. When installing above a 

horizontal band board with z flashing, snap a level chalk line at 2-in. 

Rip a 1 ½-in. piece of Allura Lap Siding for the starter strip. Align the top of the 

starter strip with the chalk line and fasten every 12-in.-16-in. OC. 

Next install a starter course of 8.25-in. Allura Lap siding with the bottom edge 1/4-

in. below the starter strip, placing fasteners 1-in. below top edge and into framing. 

This course ensures that the keyways are fully backed by fiber cement on the first 

course of Allura Shake. 

lf you are transitioning from less than 8.25-in. Allura Lap siding to Allura Shake 

siding, use 8.25-in. lap siding as your starter course at that transition. 



4 

<l 

<I 
<l 

FOUN DATION • 4· 
·4 

<I 

<l. . <I. 

<l 
<I 

4 
4. 

Jlll'-H----- WEATHER RESISTANT BARRIER 

ll!lll-lf-al.._ ___ EXTERIOR SHEATHING 
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'----- WEATHER RESISTANT BARRIER 

STARTER COURSE 

ALLURA STARTER STRIP 

MIN. 6" GRADE CLEARANCE 

GRADE 

1------ ALLURA SHAKE 
PANEL 

EXTERIOR SHEATHING 

ALLURA ST ARTER STRIP 

/ 
¼"GAP, DONOTCAULK 

- Z-FLASHING 

ALLURA TRIM BOARDS 
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9.4 Allura Shake lnstallation

Staggered Edge Straight Edge Half Round 

First Course 

To begin shake installation start on the left end of the wall. Measure to furthest stud 

within 48 inches of the comer and trim panel to ensure the factory edge is centered 

on this stud. Allow for proper clearance at trim board. Align bottom edge of the 

shake panel with bottom edge of starter course. Fasten panel 3/8-in. in from each 

end and 1-in. above the top of keyway. Fasten 1-in. above every other keyway in the 

body of the panel. AII panels will be fastened in this manner. Continue working from 

left to right butting panels in moderate contact. Cut fmish piece at right end of wall 

to ñt allowing for proper clearances. 

Measure up from the top of the installed panels the same measurement as the 

exposure of the panel (ex. 6-in. for staggered edge shake). Make a mark on the wall 

and use this as your guide to install next course of siding at the proper exposure. 

Repeat this step for additional courses. 

Second Course 

To begin the 

second course 

cut the panel 

so the butt 

joint lands on a 

framing member 

one stud cavity 

back from the 

butt joint in the 

first course. 

Fasten panel in 

manner shown 

above, again 

: VI 

"o 
c. 
X 
LU 

Trim 1/8" gap 
/ forcaulk 

16"0C 

Min3/4" 

►

making sure to allow for required clearances and butt joint landing on framing. 

Continue to work left to right to complete course with full panels. Trim last panel to 

fit. Allow for clearances. 
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Always cut panels to ensure factory edge lands on butt joints and cut edge goes to 
trim. Seal cut edges with paint or primer before installation. 

Note: lf installing half-rounds, ensure the second course tabs are centered over the 

keyways on the first course. 

16"0C Grade D Weather 
resistant barrier 

Code complying plywood or 
OSB sheathing 

Trim--► 

� -+---- .... -�--i.�--'�-­
:::,= V> 

" g_ 
� �---,-----·-----------�---

ALWAYS NAIL INTO THE STUDTHROUGH UNDERLYING COURS E- NOT ABOVE 

Subsequent Courses 

Repeat the steps above. 

Ali Odd numbered courses (1,3,5 ... ) will begin equal to the length of the panel used 
to start the first course. 

Ali even numbered courses (2,4,6 ... ) will begin with a panel equal to the length of the 
panel used to start the second course. 

1 
When a window or doorway breaks a course continue the application as if the 

opening were not there to ensure the random shake look is maintained. 
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9.5 Gable Walls

Refer to and follow the instructions in Section 11.3 for installing the starter strip 

and starter course. 

First Course 

For best appearance, gable installations should end with a single half-round piece at 

the peak. To accomplish this, measure the height of the gable/wall in inches. Divide 

the height by the exposure (ex. 6-in. for staggered edge shake, 7-in. for half-rounds). 

• lf the answer is an even number, center the first course of half-rounds

on a keyway.

• lf the answer is an odd number, center the first course on a half-round.

• lf using the straight or staggered edge profile, begin with a factory end touching

the centerline.

Drop a plumb line to find the center of the gable. Locate the first piece relative to 

the centerline of the gable/wall. 

Dropa 
plumblineto 
findcenter 
ofgable 

40 1 AlluraUSA.com 

Align bottom edge of the shake panel with bottom edge of starter course and in 

reference to the plumb line. Fasten panel 3/8-in. in from each end and 1-in. above 

the top of keyway. Fasten 1-in. above every other keyway in the body of the panel. 

AII panels will be fastened in this manner. 
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Once first panel has been properly located and fastened finish installing the first 

course to both the left and right sides butting the panel edges in moderate contact. 

Be sure to leave proper clearances at ends where cut panels meet trim or soffit. 

Measure up from the top of the installed panels the same measurement as the 

exposure of the panel (ex. 6-in. for staggered edge shake). Make a mark on the wall 

and use this as your guide to install next course of siding at the proper exposure. 

Repeat this step for additional courses. 

Second Course 

Starting on the left locate the first full panel installed in the first course. lf installing 

half-rounds, offset the second course 21 inches (3-½ tabs) from the edge of the first 

full piece. This will align the center of the tab with the keyways in the first course. lf 

installing staggered edge or straight edge, offset the second course 16-in. from the 

edge of the first full piece. Fasten panel as directed. Complete installation to both 

the left and right sides of this course. 

1 
NOTE: Make sure the tops of the keyways are concealed by the overlapping panel 
before fastening the siding. 

Subsequent Courses in Wall Areas 

lnstall the 3rd, 5th, and ali other odd courses in the same horizontal position as the 

1st course, maintaining the proper exposure. 

lnstall the 4th, 6th, and all other even courses in the same horizontal position as the 

2nd course, maintaining the proper exposure. 

When a window or doorway breaks a course, continue the application as if the 

opening did not exist. 

Face nail the final piece at the top of the gable and the small pieces required to fill in 

at the rake angle. 
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10.1 Product lnformation

Random Square 
Straight Edge 

Random Square 
Staggered Edge 
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• Available in Straight Edge

and Staggered Edge

• Traditional Cedar texture

• Available in Factory

Prefmished & Primed

Half Rounds 

STAGGERED EDGE 

Thickness 

STRAIGHT EDGE 

Thickness 

Octagons 

Dimensions 

16" x48" 

Dimensions 

16" x48" 

12" x48" 

Exposure 

7" 

Exposure 

7" 

5" 

• Check market availability, as products may vary. 



Allura Fiber Cement Siding lnstallation Manual 

10.2 Before Vou Begin lnstallation 

Review the general cutting, fastening, and wall preparation instructions in Sections 

1 through 6 of this guide. 

Allura Shake Select Products are specifically designed to be used in exterior, flat 

vertical wall applications. 

Before you install Allura Shake Select products, review and comply with all local 

building codes and regulations regarding wall construction. Establishing a structural 

fastening surface sufficient to meet the requirements outlined in this manual is the 

responsibility of the property owner, architect/designer, general contractor and/ or 

installer. AII Allura Shake products must be installed over structural rated wood 

sheathing (Minimum 7/16-in. 058) with framing spaced no greater than 24-in. OC. 

Fasteners may or may not hit framing/stud locations. Design the wall assembly to 

ensure that all appropriate wind load and anchoring requirements are met. Consult 

the latest version of the QAI Code Evaluation Report CERus-1012 for guidance on 

approved fasteners. 

10.3 Allura Shake Select lnstallation Preparation 

Starter Strip and Starter Course 

To install Allura Shake Select products you must use a starter strip and a starter 

course. When installing Allura Shake Select products starting at the base of the 

structure, snap a level chalk line 1-in. above the lowest edge of the sheathing. When 

installing above a horizontal band board with z flashing, snap a level chalk line at 

2-in. Rip a 1-1/2-in. piece of Allura Lap Siding for the starter strip. Align the top of

the starter strip with the chalk line and fasten every 12-in. - 16-in OC. 

Next install a starter course of 8-1/4-in. Allura Lap siding with the bottom edge 1/4- 

in. below the starter strip, placing fasteners 1-in. below top edge and into framing. 

This course ensures that the keyways are fully backed by fiber cement on the first 

course of Allura Shake. 

lf you are transitioning from less than 8-1/4-in. Allura Lap siding to Allura Shake 

siding, use 8-1/4-in. lap siding as your starter course at that transition. 
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10.4 Allura Shake Select Square Straight Edge and Staggered 

Edge lnstallation 

Shake Select Square Straight Edge and Staggered Edge panels are produced in three 

different panels. Each of these panels has a distinct pattern and is identiñed by the 

number of V-notches cut into the side of the panel, as shown in the detail below. 

One 

V-notch

lnstalling the First Course 

ldentifying V-Notches 

Starting with a panel identiñed as pattern 1, create a square edge by trimming the 

top half of the side edge on the left of the panel. lnstall this panel starting on the 

left side of the wall. Fasten panel locating fasteners 3/8 inch from the side edges of 

the panel and 1 inch above the top of the keyway. Fasten at both ends and above 

every other keyway into structural sheathing. Ali panels will be fastened following 

this pattern. 
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Complete the first course of siding by matching the corresponding v notches and 

working to the right. Trim the last piece to fit at the termination on the right side of 

the wall being sure to maintain required clearance. Save the remaining piece to be 

used later as fill in pieces of left side of wall. 

Measure up from the top edge of the panel the same measurement as the exposure 

of the panel (ex. 7-in. for Shake staggered edge). Make a mark on the wall and use 

this as your guide to install next course of siding at the proper exposure. Repeat this 

step for additional courses. 

Second Course 

To ensure a random pattern, begin the second course on the left side of the wall 

using panel pattern 3. The left side of this panel will be installed with a 16-in. offset 

from the left side of panel 1 in the first course. 

Complete the second course of siding by matching corresponding v notches and 

working to the right. Again, save the remaining end cut for future use. 



Allura Fiber Cement Siding lnstallation Manual 

Third Course 

To install the third course measure sixteen inches from the left side of pattern 3 and 

install panel pattern 2. 

Proceed from left to right to complete course matching corresponding v notches as 

done in previous course. 
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Fourth Course 

The fourth course will begin with a sixteen-inch offset and start with a panel 

identified as pattern 1. 

Proceed to finish this course from left to right as in previous courses. Remember to 

always save cut off pieces from last panel on right to be used as fillers later. 
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Subsequent Courses 

For subsequent courses repeat the 16-in. offset using panels in the same order 

(3, 2, 1) to complete stairstep pattern up the wall. (See detail below) 

3 

1 

When a window or 

doorway breaks a 

course, continue the 

application as if the 

opening were not 

there to ensure the 

random shake look is 

maintained. 

For ali Altura Select 

products, use 

mínimum 5/4 (1-in.) 

thick trim. 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 
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Once right side is complete, backfill courses from right to left matching v-notches. 

Use cut off end pieces to fül in last panels at left side trim. 
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11.1 Product lnformation 

AVAILABLE TEXTURES* 

Traditional Cedar 8"0CGroove Smooth 

Thickness Width Length 

4' 8' 

4' 9' 

4' 10' 

* Check market availability, as products may vary.
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11.2 Before You Begin lnstallation 

Review the general cutting, fastening, and wall preparation instructions in Sections 

1 through 6 of this guide. 

Allura Panel is specifically designed to be used in exterior, flat vertical wall 

applications. 

Before you install Allura Panel products, review and comply with all local building 

codes and regulations regarding wall construction. Establishing a structural 

fastening surface sufficient to meet the requirements outlined in this manual is 

the responsibility of the property owner, architect/designer, general contractor 

and/or installer. Design the wall assembly to ensure that all appropriate wind load 

and anchoring requirements are met. Consult the latest version of the QA/ Code 
Evaluation Report CERus-1012 for guidance on approved fasteners.

11.3 Allura® Panel lnstallation Preparation 

First Course Layout 

To begin the Allura Panel layout, locate the lowest point of the sheathing or sill plate 

on the walls where Allura Panel is to be installed. Once located, measure up the wall 

from this point to the floor line break. Make a mark at the floor break and snap a 

level chalk line across the wall. This line will be a guide for level alignment of the top 

edge of the Allura Panel. 

1 
Do not bridge floors with Allura Panel. You must create 
a horizontal joint between floors. 

For the most symmetrical looking wall, plan for one 

of the following: 

• Center a full panel on the wall or gable with equal­

size panels cut for each end

• Join 2 panels on either side of the wall center,

leaving equal-size panels on each end.

Vertical edges of Allura Panel must center over 

studs, so these options may require a centered 

framing layout. 
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11.4 Allura Panel lnstallation 

First Course lnstallation 

Measure and cut the ñrst Allura 

Panel so that the vertical edges are 

centered on studs, the bottom edge 

extends ¼-in. below the lowest point 

of the sheathing or sill plate and the 

top edge is aligned with the chalk line. 

Seal cut edges with Allura Spectrum 

touch-up or primer. 

Once the Allura Panel is set in place, 

fasten the panel to framing members 

on all edges and intermediate framing 

using appropriate fasteners and 

fastener spacing selected from the 

CERus-1012. Position fasteners 3/8-in. 

from panel edges and no closer than 

2-in. away from corners. Refer to the

CERus before beginning any project. 

el edges land 
emiddle 

Checkeach 
panelwith 
a4' level 

d. 

TIP: lt is common practice to mark panels for cutting with a chalk line. Blue chalk 

is recommended because it washes off. Red chalk is considered permanent and 

may bleed through lighter colored paints. 

Continue installing the Allura Panels across the wall to complete the ñrst course. 

Check the vertical edge with a level as you go. 

NOTE: Additional framing or blocking may be necessary for proper attachment. 

Allura recommends a double stud at butt joints for an easier installation. 

Weather 
resistant barrier 
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Vertical Joint Treatment 

When joining the vertical edges of Allura Panel, use one of the options listed below. 

1 

between p 
is fllled wit 
�notappli� 
with S�tram. 

Caulked joint 

-e
pt
rti
the panels.

• Lightly butted together

with moderate contact

• Appropriate gap between

panels and caulked

• Caulked joint covered

with a batten strip

• H Channel Joint (Do

not caulk)

• Allura recommends the

following applications

when installing

panels with an Allura

Spectrum fmish:

• Exposed fasteners or

battens. Allura does not

recommend the caulk

joint method when

joining panels.

• Do not use Allura Spectrum touch-up over fastener heads for smooth

Allura products

• lt is acceptable to use Allura Spectrum touch-up over fasteners for Traditional

Cedar or 8-in. OC panel textures only, but correct touch-up application is

important. Sorne colors may show touch-up when applied over fasteners. Trim is

recommended to cover joints when appropriate.
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Horizontal Joint Treatment 

In sorne applications such as multi-story structures or at gable ends, it may be 

necessary to stack courses of Allura Panel. When this is necessary, you must install 

z-flashing at the top of every horizontal panel edge before installing the next course.

The z-flashing must slope away from the wall, with a ¼-in. gap maintained between 

the flashing and the bottom of the panel in the next course. lt is never acceptable to 

caulk this gap. Treat horizontal panel joints by using one of the following methods: 

1 
When cutting and installing Allura Panel around windows doors and other 
penetrations be sure to follow al/ flashing, caulking and clearance requirements. 

Don't caulk gap 
between flashing 
and upper panel. 
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NOTES: 
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